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This paper uses the pupil census in England to explore how family house 
moves contribute to school and residential segregation.  We track the moves 
of a single cohort as it approaches the secondary school admission age. We 
also combine a number of cohorts and estimate a dynamic nonlinear model 
for house moving with unobserved effects.  These approaches yield the same 
result: moving is significantly negatively correlated with school quality, and 
segregation does increase as a cohort reaches age 11. However, this 
relationship is weak: the increase in segregation is slight and quantitative 
significance of the estimated relationship is low.  
 
Keywords: school quality, moving, segregation, neighbourhoods 
 
JEL Classification: I20, R23 
Electronic version: 
www.bristol.ac.uk/cmpo/publications/papers/2010/wp238.pdf 
Acknowledgements   
Thanks to the Department for Children, Schools and Families for providing 




Address for Correspondence 
CMPO, Bristol Institute of Public Affairs 
University of Bristol 



























































































































































































( ) () () ( ) () L L m L q k L p y U U i i i i ε μ λ . , , , ) ( − =
{} {} { }{ } () μ λ ε , , , ), ( ), ( ), ( ) (




























































































































































































































































8 The formula for the Index of Dissimilarity in an area with FSM free school meals pupils and NONFSM non 































































































































































































































































































Distance Moved (Metres)   15,284 49,525 100  601,643 
Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD)  25.94 17.72 0.59  86.36 
Nearest School’s Quality  45.88 18.31 0  100 
Average of 3 Nearest School’s Quality   46.63 12.27 8  92.67 















North East  0.72 ‐ 0.14 0.44 ‐3.30 ‐0.95 ‐ 2.52
North West  1.16  0.41 0.95 ‐3.20 ‐1.12 ‐ 2.61
Yorkshire  1.61  0.50 1.32 ‐2.87 ‐0.96 ‐ 2.37
East Midlands  1.86  1.13 1.67 ‐2.51 ‐0.44 ‐ 1.96
West Midlands  1.69  0.37 1.29 ‐3.59 ‐1.56 ‐ 2.97
East of England  1.22 ‐ 0.12 0.99 ‐1.06 0.28 ‐ 0.82
London  2.51 ‐ 0.07 1.57 ‐4.32 ‐0.85 ‐ 3.06
South East  1.01 ‐ 0.21 0.82 ‐0.67 0.30 ‐ 0.52
South West  1.23  0.33 1.08 ‐1.13 ‐0.49 ‐ 1.02














FSM movers  22.4%  23.0% 25.7% 
FSM non‐movers  23.2%  24.9% 27.1% 
Non‐FSM movers  15.1%  13.7% 13.5% 









FSM  0.322 0.340 0.380 
Top KS2 ability  0.177 0.182 0.265 
























Nearest Secondary School’s Quality Interacted with FSM       0.022 
(10.23)** 
 










Mosaic Postcode Classification Dummies?  N  Y  Y  Y  Y 
Pseudo R2  0.01  0.02  0.02  0.02  0.02 

















5‐6 ‐ 0.017 (9.2)  0.029  (8.6)  0.021 (12.1) 
6‐7 ‐ 0.017 (8.8)  0.024  (6. 9)  0.021 (12.2) 
7‐8 ‐ 0.016 (8.9)  0.019  (5.7)  0.020 (13.0) 
8‐9 ‐ 0.014 (8.2)  0.014  (4.3)  0.022 (13.4) 
9‐10 ‐ 0.021 (11.7)  0.028  (8.4)  0.011 (6.9) 
10‐11 ‐ 0.019 (9.1)  0.013  (3.6)  0.017 (9.4) 
11‐12 ‐ 0.004 (2.8)  0.012  (4.0)  0.020 (12.4) 
12‐13 ‐ 0.007 (4.5)  0.016  (5.2)  0.017 (10.9) 
13‐14 ‐ 0.007 (4.5)  0.013  (4.2)  0.017 (10.6) 









  (1)  (2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 
           
FSM Status  0.007 ‐ 0.027 ‐ 0.027 ‐ 0.029 ‐ 0.029 ‐ 0.029 
  (6.18)**  (22.27)**  (22.24)**  (22.53)**  (15.66)**  (15.65)** 
Nearest Secondary School’s Quality  ‐0.016 ‐ 0.031 ‐ 0.031 ‐ 0.035 ‐ 0.035 ‐ 0.036 
  (14.11)**  (15.01)**  (14.94)**  (15.94)**  (11.51)**  (11.59)** 
Quality*FSM Status  0.031  0.045  0.044  0.049  0.048  0.048 
  (13.96)**  (13.72)**  (13.69)**  (14.09)**  (9.92)**  (9.93)** 
Lag of Move Variable (yt-1)    0.018  0.018  0.060    
    (24.22)**  (24.21)**  (62.58)**    
Move in First Period (y0)    0.050  0.050   0.005  
    (71.95)**  (71.88)**   (4.05)**  
Quality of Initial Nearest School     ‐ 0.006 ‐ 0.009    
     (4.33)**  (5.85)**    
Stock of Moves = 1        0.054  0.059 
        (36.38)**  (79.62)** 
Stock of Moves = 2        0.115  0.125 
        (31.25)**  (52.71)** 
Stock of Moves = 3        0.179  0.195 
        (18.57)**  (22.38)** 
IMD Score of LLSOA  0.001  0.002  0.002  0.003  0.003  0.003 
  (59.35)**  (76.77)**  (76.78)**  (81.73)**  (61.83)**  (63.76)** 
Values of RHS Variables in Each 
Time Period Included? 
N  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y 
Observations  2595244  1946433  1946433  1946433  1946433  1946433 
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